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 The endurance event was held 
in wet conditions. The initial 10 
out of 15 laps were on pace and 
trouble-free, when on the 11th 
lap, powertrain issues began to 
arise.

 Two instances, the engine 
stalled, and take-offs were 
extremely difficult due to the 
powertrain issue. (Cont. below 
left)

Had it not been for issues in the 
closing laps of the endurance 
event, the team was on track 
for a top 25 finish out of the 
80 teams that entered. Still, 
we are proud of our team’s 
ability to overcome numerous 
obstacles in the past two years 
to show out and compete our 
hardest at competition this 
year. We’re grateful to our 
supporters that made this 
possible. 

COMPETITION 2019
       The combustion team also 
had a great week in Lincoln. 
Because we received a high 
rules quiz score, we were 12th 
highest in priority out of 80 
combustion teams to go to tech 
inspection. Only two very minor 
issues were found, and we were 
able to pass quickly. After that, 
we passed the other three tech 
inspections easily. 

      The design event was very 
organized and the team was 
prepared with posters, design 
binders, and actual components. 
We made sure to highlight 
our cockpit design with the 
seat insert, the serviceability 
such as removable firewall, 
adjustability of the turnbuckles, 
damper locations and splined 
ARB blades, and use of common 
fasteners.

      Our cost event performance 
showed that the car was 
competitive, being in the top 
15 in terms of cost and with no 
audits. 

      It was a fast-paced morning 
trying to get scores on the 
board for both acceleration and 
skidpad, and unfortunately our 
15th place skidpad finish was 
DNF’ed due to a mistake on track 
during our fastest attempt. 
Acceleration was scored for our 
fastest attempt with a 13th place 
finish. 

This resulted in the driver 
having to slip the hand clutch 
with one hand and steer with the 
other hand for the final five laps.

If the engine did stall, the driver 
dumped the clutch completely 
while at speed to get it started 
back up. 

This occurred five times in the 
final corners before finally 
reaching the checkered flag.
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       This was a great year for our team. For the first time ever, we passed all 
of technical inspection and were one of only three teams to complete in all 
dynamic events. We were just short of being design finalists, placing 4th. 
Overall, we placed 7th out of 30 teams.
        Careful planning and attention to the rules allowerd us to pass A-tech, 
E-tech, and M-tech smoothly and early on in the week. We encountered a 
bit of a hiccup with our battery, having to open it up and get it re-inspected, 
but it didn’t prove detrimental to our performance. We passed tilt, rain, and 
brake test after quickly overcoming some issues. 
        We were very pleased with our performance in the design event, which 
was a big step up from last year. Our preparation and readiness to jump into 
conversations with the judges left us with an abundance to talk about. 

       Some rain and thunder proved to be  a challenge to our car 
during the dynamic events. Although we were able to compete in 
all of them, skidpad and acceleration were plagued with issues 
involving our inverter resetting each time a wheel would slip. 
Autocross was fraught with some electrical issues at the start, 
but thankfully we were able to cross the finish line and put a 
respectable time on the board. 
           After a scare when we realized our front uprights were bending, 
Saturday morning rolled around and it was a bit wet outside 
again. Our plan was to epoxy carbon fiber sheets on the outside. 
Unfortunately we unintentionally broke one of the aluminum 
welds on our pedal box. In a rush, we took the whole car over the 
electric tent for repairs. With endurance close approaching, we 
opted to focus on finishing the race rather than risking damage. 
The endurance race was a nerve-racking experience, but our 
last second repairs enabled us to finish the race. We were even 
able to pass a couple cars during the race, and our times were 
respectable. It was a great week in Lincoln for Longhorn Racing 
Electric. Check out our competition recap video here!

Clockwise from
 top left: Electric team 
picture; celebrating a successful 
week; electric vehicle going through 
rain test; preparing for the design 
event; track-side team coming off 
after dynamic events

https://youtu.be/mGnC67oUTYU

